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X. Explication of an inedited Coin , with two 
Legends, in different Languages , on the 
Rev erfe. In a Letter to Mathew Maty, 

M. D. Sec. R S. from the Rev. John 
S win ton, B. D. F. R. S. Cuftos Archive- 
rum of the JJniverfty of Oxford, Mem¬ 
ber of the Academy degli Apatifti at 
Florence, and of the Etrufcan Academy 
of Cortona in Tufcany. 


Good Sir, 


Read Feb. 7, f j "1H E coin I (hall here attempt to 
I? ' 71 ‘ jL explain on one fide (See Tab. III. 
n. 1.) prefents to our view the head of Jupiter, 
and on the other the prow of a {hip, which in¬ 
dicates the place wherein it was ftruck to have 
been a maritime town. Above the prow of the 
(hip, we fee two characters, that are either Punic 
(i)or Phoenician. I fay, either Punic or Phoeni¬ 
cian, becaufe it may not perhaps be fo eafy to de¬ 
termine whether that town was occupied by the 


(1) From the prefent Hate of the Kabyles we may infer, 
that the ancient Africans, or Indigenae, their progenitors, muft 
have been a very rude uncivilized people, at the firft arrival of 
the Carthaginians amongft them. It is therefore utterly impro¬ 
bable, that they ever ufed any alphabetical characters, before the 
Phoenician letters were introduced into their country by the 
Carthaginians ; or that any other characters, peculiar to them- 
felves, and different from the Punic, ever afterwards prevailed 
amongft them, I cannot therefore but think, that thofe learned 
men who fuppofe the reality of fuch charaClers are egregioufly 
miftaken, as they can have nothing to advance in fupport of fuch 
an opinion, Shaw, Travels , tstc. p t 288, 289, Oxford, 1738* 
Peller. SuppL quatr :• dern , p. 55. A Paris, 1767, 
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Carthaginians, or the Phoenicians, and the Romans* 
when the piece firft appeared. Betides the two above- 
mentioned characters, there is a monogram, formed of 
the three Latin letters V, A, B, very indifferently pre¬ 
ferved, in the exergue, with which the Punic or Phoe¬ 
nician elements perfectly correfpond. Forthefecondof 
thofe elements is manifestly the moft common Punic or 
Phoenician form of Beth, and I have many years 
lince proved the firft (2) to be a form of the Phoeni¬ 
cian and Samaritan Vau\ and (3) obferved, that 
though it fometimes anfwers to V confonant, it is like- 
wife not feldom taken for Beth, or B. Nor is this to be 
wondered at, as thofe two letters fo nearly in power 
approach one another. The middle element of the 
monogram, A, has nothing equivalent to it in the 
Punic or Phoenician infcription y that vowel, in 
conformity to the genius of the oriental orthogra¬ 
phy, between the two confonants, being there 
fupprefled. But the two Punic or Phoenician cha¬ 
racters, and the Latin monogram, clearly enough 
demonftrate the name of the town where the piece 
was ftruck. The monogram feems to be preceded 
by a fort of date in the exergue, which refembles the 
characters f CXI . hut, as thefe characters are ill pre- 
ferved and indiftinCt, I believe the powers of them 
will not be fb eafily afcertained. 

From what has been here laid down, the learned 
will eafily admit the medal in queftion to have been 
ftruck at Vabar, a maritime city of Mauritania 
Caefarienfis, after that place had been ceded to the 
Romans, and was inhabited by them, and either the 
Carthaginians or the Phoenicians* Vahars imention- 

fa) De Num. quibufd. Sam. et Pbcen. &c. Dijfert. p. 73, 74. 
Oxori. 175a. (3) Ibid, p. 74. 
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ed by (4) Ptolemy, but in his days feems to have 
been a place of no confiderable note. It, however, 
probably made a greater figure, when inhabited 
either by the Carthaginians, or the Phoenicians, and the 
Romans; for that it was occupied by two at baft of 
thofe nations, when the medal before me firft ap¬ 
peared, the legends on the reverfe, though fomewhat 
imperfect, render fufficiently clear. That the Car¬ 
thaginians were poflefled of this city in ancient times, 
is confonant to the faith of hiftory j fince they were 
mafters of all that part of Africa extending from the 
pillars of Hercules, or (heights of Gibraltar, to the 
greater Syrtis, For a confiderable period of time, as we 
learn from (5) Polybius. And that the Phoenicians 
were mafters of it in early times, is equally probable. 
For that they occupied the fea-coaft of Mauritania, 
from at leaft the generation immediately preceding 
Homer to the time it fell into the hands of the 
Romans, we are informed by Strabo (6). It cannot 
therefore be eafily determined, as already oblerved, 
whether the piece in queftion was ftruck by the 
Phoenicians or the Carthaginians. It muft, however, 
be attributed to the town of Vabar, when inhabited 
by either the Carthaginians or the Phoenicians, not 
improbably the latter, and the Romans j the two 
legends on the reverfe, as well as the perfect agree¬ 
ment between them, rendering this inconteftably clear. 

That the piece I am confidering was either of a 
Punic or an Africo-Phoenician origin, may be deemed 
probable from hence, that it exhibits a Latin legend 

(4) Ptol. Geogr* Lib. IV. c. ii. 

(5) Polyb. Megalopolit. Hlftariar . Lib. iii. p. 266, 267. Am- 
ftelodami, 1670* 

(6) Strab. Geegr. Lib. iii. p. 150,151.Lutetian Parifiorum, 1620. 
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on the reverfe, as do feveral other Punic or Africo- 
Phcenician coins. This appears from fome of the 
medals of the elder Juba, one of Achola, and another 
of Leptis, now in my fmall colle&ion; to omit other 
fimilar inftances, that might, with great facility, be 
produced: whereas, unlefs I am greatly deceived, 
none of the Afiatico-Phoenician coins have ever yet 
prefented to our view any Latin characters. This is 
an additional proof in fupport of what has been here 
advanced > and feems farther to evince, that my medal 
mud be affigned to the town of Vabar, and was 
/truck there, when that place was occupied by either 
the Carthaginians or the African Phoenicians, and the 
Romans j though the time of that operation cannot, 
with any tolerable precilion, be afcertained. 

I /hall only beg leave to add, that though Vabar 
was a place of no great note in the days of Ptolemy, 
it feems to have been a town of fome confideratioti 
in the earlier times, as (7) Dr. Shaw faw fome 
ancient ruins on the fpot where it formerly ftood; 
that a coin of this ancient city has never yet, I believe, 
been communicated to the learned world; that the 
medal before me, which at prefent has a place in my 
fmall cabinet, is one of thofe very few Punic or 
Phoenician coins that are adorned with a Latin legend, 
and confequently merits the particular attention both 
of the curious and the learned3 and that I am, 
with the higheft regard, 

S I R, Your much obliged 

and mod obedient humble fervant, 

Chrift-Church, Oxon. 

Sept. 28, 1770. 

(7) Shaw, ubifup. p. 89. Oxford, 1738. 
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